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Taking a closer look at what defines academic excellence for today’s world
“Academic Excellence” is a term that

we often hear when it comes to sum-
marizing what we want for our stu-
dents at school.  But what does
“Academic Excellence” actually mean
in today’s world where our students
need a whole different skill set to be
successful than a mere 20 years ago?
It is no longer about just knowing the
answer, but rather knowing how to
find the answer, work with others to
build the answer and evaluating
whether the answer is actually the
right step to take.   As a forerunner in
21st century education, Akiva School
follows research-based practices and
breaks the traditional mold of aca-
demic excellence where rote and
memory were the underpinnings to
success. Instead, Akiva provides a ho-
listic view of learning that combines a
focus on skill building, content knowl-
edge and expertise within the optimal
learning environment to develop
strong, moral citizens that can make
a difference in the world today.

“The recipe for academic excellence
can only be truly achieved with a focus
on all of the key elements which can
moderate it,” said Jennifer Fraenkel,
Head of School at Akiva. “Research
has shown, time and time again, that
the key to a student’s success in
school and life is linked to the inter-
related areas of skill building,
social/emotional and moral develop-
ment – all of which must be re-
sponded to in a school’s educational
strategy.”

Building Skills and Expertise for Real Life
Akiva School offers students rele-

vant, meaningful learning experiences
that will develop the skills that are so
crucial in today’s world. The school in-
tegrates 21st century interdisciplinary
themes, such as environmental and
health literacy and global awareness,
into core subjects to promote critical
thinking and creativity while encour-
aging students to create tangible, use-
ful products to be shared with their
community and world at large.  Akiva
leverages cutting edge teaching tools
and technology as vehicles for deliver-
ing content and learning in meaning-
ful, engaging ways.  Akiva teachers
benefit from regular, progressive pro-
fessional development, cultivating
their ability to identify each student’s
particular learning styles and needs,
and differentiate their lessons to en-
sure the success of each student. Akiva
students are offered opportunities to

learn through real-life experiences
and to connect with authentic organ-
izations, companies and audiences.
Only at Akiva, can elementary stu-
dents study computer science, learn to
code, and take a course in Engineer-
ing.

Promoting Positive Relationships for
Social/Emotional Development
At Akiva, the learning environment

is structured to promote effective
communication, active listening,
team work, collaboration and respect
for others. Recent research tells us
that truly effective leaders are distin-
guished by a high degree of emotional
intelligence, which includes self-
awareness, self-regulation, motiva-
tion, empathy, and social skills.
Research has also shown that develop-
ing trusting relationships with re-
sponsive caregivers and teachers in

early childhood settings is crucial. In
fact, a strong teacher/student relation-
ship is the primary influencer of stu-
dent effort and success. Akiva students
thrive in a school climate where they
have the right relationships. These re-
lationships make them feel safe to take
risks, give them recognition for who
they are and what they have achieved,
engage them to be participants in
learning, and help them grow into
confident, assertive, and active com-
munity members.  

Cultivating a Moral Identity
Akiva’s educational philosophy is

guided by the wisdom and values of
Judaism. “Chessed” or “acts of kind-
ness” are the foundation upon which
the Akiva School is built.  The Akiva
community models, encourages, and
rewards acts of caring, thereby sup-
porting the moral development of stu-

dents. A focus on strong moral devel-
opment helps Akiva students realize
their call to social justice and rise up
to be leaders in their community. 

At Akiva School, where teaching is
guided by 21st century learning best
practices, true academic excellence
means focusing on all areas of devel-
opment which are interdependent and
work together to moderate future suc-
cess in school, work and life.  For
more information on Akiva School
and their dynamic educational ap-
proach, please visit the Akiva Open
House on Thursday, October 30th,
9:30am or 7:00pm, or visit our website
at www.akivaschool.com.
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